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Visiting Diver Requirements
All visitors planning to engage in SCUBA diving activities must comply with Perry Institute for Marine Science (PIMS) /Caribbean Marine Research center (CMRC) diving policy. This includes providing all of the requested paperwork as outlined below. PIMS is an organizational member of the American Academy of Underwater Sciences (AAUS) and therefore recognizes AAUS reciprocity requests. The following checklist details the paperwork required to dive at Lee Stocking Island (LSI). Failure to produce the required documents will result in the denial of diving privileges. Please read carefully.
AAUS or NOAA scientific diver:

· current reciprocity form completed and signed by home Diving Safety Officer (DSO). AAUS now recognizes NOAA reciprocity, so we accept both AAUS and NOAA letters of reciprocity.

· proof of current DAN membership and insurance (or equivalent)

Non-AAUS scientific diver:

· PIMS Medical Evaluation of Fitness for SCUBA Diving (contact PIMS DSO at dso@perryinstitute.org) – to be completed by physician familiar with diving medicine; 
a diving medical is current for 5 years if under the age of 40, 3 years if over the age of 40, and 2 years if over the age of 60

· diving certification card from recognized agency noting the highest level necessary for your project (i.e. if you want to use nitrox, please provide a nitrox card).

· proof of current CPR training (REQUIRED)

· proof of current first aid training (REQUIRED)

· proof of current emergency oxygen administration training (RECOMMENDED)
· proof of current DAN membership and insurance (or equivalent)

· proof of regulator maintenance within last 12 months – sales receipt or letter of inspection from authorized service technician or facility

· logged proof of 12 dives within last 12 months

Those that do not meet the above requirements will not be authorized to dive. Under special circumstances, the DSO may consider limited in-water activities on a case by case basis.

Upon arrival at LSI, and prior to partaking in diving activities, all divers will be required to complete a Release and Waiver, Medical Questionnaire, General Diver Information Sheet, and a checkout dive.

Divers should bring with them all required diving and support equipment, including appropriate spare parts and tools. PIMS provides use of weight belts and weight, as well as 2 tanks* per day as part of SCUBA support fee (see PIMS Rate Sheet for details). Nitrox fills, additional air fills, and a limited selection of replacement parts are available at additional cost.

It is also HIGHLY RECOMMENDED that visiting divers have basic diving accident management and oxygen administration training. The DSO will provide refresher sessions on these topics as needed and at his discretion. Proof of additional training and additional certifications (boat operation, nitrox diving, etc.) are useful documents to carry to LSI.

All divers who have not dived at LSI within the past twelve months will be asked to update their file. Please bring all paperwork if unsure of status. The original dive paperwork should be hand carried to the DSO at LSI. Also, please fax or email a copy of your dive documents to the PIMS DSO as soon as possible for expedient review and approval.

Please contact the PIMS DSO at dso@perryinstitute.org with any questions or requests for further information about diving policies and procedures.
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